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We at David Feldman SA have sold more Grand Prix and Large Gold 
Medal collections than any other auction firm, ever. Among the 

greatest was the Kanai Mauritius, the greatest collection ever formed of a 
great “primitive” area from the infancy of philately. With the dispersal of that 
collection in 1993, and with several of the key items going to institutions, 
we began to be aware that collections of similar scope, rarity and importance 
were few and far between.

We were delighted to be chosen to sell what is an exceptional collection 
of classic Romania, based on the original Tomasini collection, the lifetime 
achievement of a noted philatelist who has been able to assemble numerous 
examples of stamps, covers and multiples of issues where the best extant 
census (that of Heimbuchler, in his excellent handbooks) indicates that only 
a few examples are known, and to do so with stringent criteria of quality as 
well as rarity and importance.

This collection has never been exhibited as a whole, and few indeed are the 
people who have been privileged to examine it. A major portion of it was 
exhibited by a previous owner and achieved the Grand Prix International in 
1969, and numerous showpieces have been added as available. Name any 
great historic collection, be it that of Ferrary, Duveen, Rothschild, Hind, 
Burrus, Caspary or Fabergé, and the chances are excellent many of their top 
items from this area are present herein, as are newly-discovered items not yet 
included in the census data.

That’s why, given what we know about the great collectors world-wide and 
their present holdings, we are confident that this collection is among the 
greatest classic collections of a single country in existence, and should certainly 
achieve the highest award under today’s standards were it to be exhibited.

With the emergence of Romania from the time of the Soviet bloc, we have 
noted increased demand for stamps and covers from the market both at 
home and abroad, not seen since the days of King Carol before the war. 
Given the high standard of quality throughout this collection, we anticipate 
strong demand from connoisseurs of classic philately world-wide as well. The 
auction promises to be a landmark in the philately of Romania, as no offer of 
similar size and scope has been made in several generations.



The early issues of Romania, for the Principalities of Moldavia 
and Walachia, were very primitive, even more so than the 

recess-printed early issues of Mauritius. At first handstamped 
one by one from metal dies onto thin ordinary paper, they came 
into existence shortly after these parts of Romania shed the yoke 
of Ottoman rule. With foreign post offices handling the bulk of 
merchant correspondence destined abroad, these stamps were 
created for domestic use, and in any case could not, until treaties were 
arranged, prepay the postage to a town outside nascent Romania’s 
then-changing borders.

Of the few dozen examples known of the entire 1858 First Issue, this 
collection showcases the finest available, many with sheet margins 
at one or more sides, as well as covers sporting a variety of cancels 
and usages. The Moldavia-Walachia issues of 1862 & 1865, both 
handstamped and press-printed, are replete with covers showing rare 
frankings, with beautiful mint and used multiples and with exquisite 
showpieces throughout destined for the finest  collections.

The 1865-69 unified Principality imperforate issues showing Princes 
Alexandru Cuza and Carol (the future king and devoted philatelist) 
are well represented, with examples of the rare laid papers, large used 
multiples on and off cover, and several rarities of usage to foreign 
destinations.

We anticipate the scholarly catalogue we are preparing for this 
collection will become a collector’s item in its own right, and 
augment the handbooks as a complete pictorial record of one of the 
greatest collections of early Romania ever formed.

Coming to auction in November 2006 - Reserve your catalogue promptly

as only a limited number will be printed – Cost $50/CHF60/€40



ABOUT US:
David Feldman SA, located in Geneva, Switzerland, has set world records for nearly every kind of philatelic 
property. We have also pioneered live real-time bidding from remote locations (including our clients’ 
homes and offices) via the internet; currently we feature live audio from the auction room as well. We 
encourage those of you planning to sell all or a portion of your collections in the next few years to contact 
us, so we can work with you to plan for the maximum realisation through intelligent presentation of your 
holdings. Give us a call, send us a fax or an e-mail, and let your journey  with us begin!
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